
 ULYP by Numbers: Summer 2017

The summer months have been busy and productive at ULYP while we worked with 1183 children, youth and parents. 
New programs have blossomed, the seeds of change have been sowed and we are awaiting a rich autumn harvest. 

ULYP Summer

Newsletter

On behalf of each and every ULYP participant, staff member, volunteer and support team, we thank you for your con-
tinued support.
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“I have been living in Lebanon for five years and I have never had a day like this... I am so happy I can feel the joy in 
every part of me!” expressed one happy Rainbow student during a cultural field trip this August. The summer months 
have been full of exploration, self-discovery, personal development and significant leaps in our Rainbow students’ En-
glish ability – on top of a lot of enjoyment, smiles and laughter! 

Rainbow continued to develop beneficiaries’ English language to help them stay and succeed in school. The average 
improvement in English skills across the program was 70%. Rainbow also targeted growth in the beneficiaries’ person-
al skills through theater and art therapy, and parents attended monthly workshops designed to support their roles at 
home and in their children’s educational journey. Through engaging the students in cultural field trips, the Rainbow 
program expanded their world and allowed them to experience Lebanon beyond their limited environments. 
There are 60 more children whose rainbows will be colored in the next quarter before we conclude this program. 

Colors of the Rainbow

HAPPY Faces!
It was a hot summer, yet the HAPPY preschool 
students stayed cool by exploring sea animals 
and putting on a play in English for their par-
ents. One hundred five-year-old girls and 
boys engaged in HAPPY and benefitted from 
the opportunity to actively learn and explore 
indoors and outdoors. HAPPY is in partner-
ship with UNICEF and Taawon- Lebanon.

Teachers and staff attended a one-day work-
shop on Mental Health and Psychosocial Sup-
port in early childhood education in August, 
helping them stay up-to-date on the latest re-
search while understanding how to apply the 
information in the classroom. 
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As we conclude the final module of 
the #Respect program, the results 
have been incredible. “Respect 
makes differences disappear,” “Re-
spect friendship,” “Respect choice,” 
and “Respect your nationality” are 
four of the seventeen video slogans 
that have already reached over 
2,000 youth. 

The #Respect program, funded by 
the US Embassy Beirut Local Grants 
Program, empowers youth to learn 
about and engage in conflict resolu-
tion, tolerance of others, and values 

Respect Makes Differences Disappear

Powerful, compelling and beautiful stories: this is what our beneficiaries managed to curate and share during the first 
delivery of the Rawiyat Project.

Rawiyat is a series of storytelling workshops for young marginalized women to explore their own personal story while 
learning creative methods to curate and share these stories. The program specifically targets those who often find it 
hard to make their voices heard and advocate for themselves.

The interactive and emotive activities pushed the beneficiaries creatively, and we were left blown away by the power 
and beauty of the final stories. The young women left buoyed by the collective input and full of confidence to make 
their voices and stories heard!

The Power of Storytelling

of acceptance all under the umbrella of respect. Students created filmed skits that carried their own messages of re-
spect, then visited schools with their films and to personally disseminate the messages within them.  They graduated 
from the program equipped with the necessary tools to help them play the important role of active agents of change.
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Spreading Hope and Reviving
Education Continues

Internships within the fields of engineering, banking, so-
cial work, programming and more will nurture our FLY 
(For the Livelihood of Youth) students’ soft skills, increas-
ing their experience and developing their confidence to 
successfully and independently enter the job market.

The program was piloted this quarter and is currently at 
the halfway stage:  25 young men and women, all gradu-
ates of universities and vocational institutes, committed 
to and completed three months of intensive sessions in 
English for international use and soft skills workshops. 
They have all developed their resumes and practiced 
their newly acquired interview skills and are now in the 
process of applying for internships. These youth are proof 
to all of us that potential just needs an opportunity to 
blossom. 

FLY is implemented in partnership with Taawon-Lebanon 
and Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development.

Time to FLY

SHARE continued growing its services and expanded its reach to include over 130 children in sports, arts, confidence 
building and English enhancement activities this summer. 

All the sessions shared one thing in common: a focus on creativity within holistic and supportive environments. Stu-
dents of the English classes thrived within this environment and took their knowledge and application of English to the 
next level, creating a book with beautifully written stories. 

Teamwork, friendship and happiness grew steadily among our SHARE participants, and by the end of the program, they 
left with significant improvements in confidence, joy and motivation to stay and succeed in school.  SHARE is funded 
by the Beit Jiddi Foundation. 
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TLC is back!

Can you imagine learning to code computer games, make short films, curate carefully constructed artwork, and make 
music through code on a computer that you constructed yourself in one program? Sound tricky? Well, the 45 girls in 
the TLC Code Club did just that! They imagined, created and graduated with flying colors.

The program engaged girls in a series of coding and computing workshops and - as per ULYP’s mission statement - 
worked with experts to deliver life skills sessions on team building, conflict resolution, confidence and decision making. 

Jana Daoud, an alumna of the program, said that the combination of both computing and life skills sessions in one 
program was amazing. She not only learned how to solve her problems, but also gained the confidence to stand up and 
believe in her own abilities. TLC Code Club is funded by Theirworld.

Ta’atheer Award – Best NGO 
At ULYP, we are delighted and honored to have received the Ta’atheer 2017 Award for Best NGO at the Ta’atheer CSR 
conference in Dubai, May 2017. 

The category of the best NGO rewarded the best non-governmental and non-profit organizations that showcase exam-
ples of best practices and successful program delivery. 

The judges expressed that ULYP stood out for three main points: 1) its work with ALL underprivileged groups without 
any discrimination, 2) its model of leveraging education for social change and working with different age groups and 
stakeholders, and 3) putting into practice ULYP’s slogan “diversity is a reason to celebrate not a cause to discriminate”. 

This is an amazing honor and we would like to congratulate our dear ULYP family, friends and supporters for this rec-
ognition! 

5



The summer has been busy for the Bridge Program, we have celebrated the graduation of 100 students, matched 125 
new students starting university with scholarships, and engaged 184 potential scholarship students in our University 
Preparation Course (UPC). As we keep growing, the number crossing the bridge is increasing and our family is becom-
ing bigger and more supportive than ever. 

Bridging the Gap

Preparation is Key

Preparation is key and for the 5th year running the Duke Engage program and its eight wonderful volunteers supported 
our UPC students in SAT preparation. 

SAT preparation is just one way UPC supports our students’ university application process. Over the next two years , 
these students will undergo university counseling and guidance sessions before the Bridge Program finds and matches 
students with potential donors for university funding. 

A special thanks to Dr. Abdallah Antepli and Ahmad Gitanes from the Duke Engage Program who, with the hard work 
and determination of our students and the Duke volunteers, made UPC 2017 a huge success. 

The Journey Begins

One hundred and twenty-five students, the intake of 2017 – 2018, have just embarked on their journey in universities 
in Lebanon and abroad. This mammoth achievement would not have been possible without the great help and gener-
osity of our donors, and everyone who has stood by and believed in ULYP since day one.

Bridge will be open for new applications in October 2017 and cannot wait to have new students begin their application 
process, start their journey and hopefully join the ULYP family.

The Future is Bright

One hundred inspiring, powerful, educated 
and motivated Bridge Program university 
graduates recently marched down the aisle 
and were recognized for their achievements, 
awarded for their special talents and initiat-
ed as ULYP alumni. 

The President of the American University of 
Beirut, Dr. Fadio Khuri, delivered an inspira-
tional keynote speech filled with words of 
encouragement and enlightenment.

This graduation brings the total number of 
Bridge alumni to 328. At ULYP we are ex-
tremely motivated by the success of our 
students, their joy, and the impact they will 
make as active agents of positive change. The 
future is bright!
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Bridge Stars!

Rita Musleh and Diala Diab, who are both 
studying at Yeditepe University in Istanbul, 
are making significant achievements in the 
field of medicine. Rita finished top of her 
class and after having recently interned at 
New York Presbyterian Cornell Hospital with 
a focus on Neurology, will move to Germany 
in September for research. Read about Rita’s 
achievements here.

Diala, only in her second year at Yeditepe 
University, just published her first article on 
MeddyBear, a prominent scientific database. 
Diala has already proven herself to be an ex-
ceptional student and with her work ethic 
and determination, we are sure she’ll make 
a great doctor in the future! Read Diala’s ar-
ticle here.

Student Spotlight - Israa Nemer, SHARE

Israa Nemer, age 12, started the SHARE 
program in the summer 2017 module. At 
the beginning of the program, Israa was a 
shy and restrained student. Her low level 
in English compared to her peers stopped 
her from actively participating in the 
class. A combination of the teaching team 
customizing their educational support for 
Israa, extracurricular sessions, and Israa’s 
hard work and determination helped her 
to reach a new level of confidence and 
break out of her shell. Israa was contin-
uously encouraged by her teacher, and 
at the end of the module, she received 
a “Highest Improvement” certificate for 
her significant progress.
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Join us for a Fundraising Play for ULYP

On September 28 and 29, ULYP invites you to the opening nights of the play ’36 Abbas St. Haifa’, which will 
take place at Masrah Al Madina Theater. In agreement with writer and performer Raeda Taha, the revenue 
collected from the tickets sold in the first two nights will be donated to ULYP. The donations will go towards 
ULYP’s ongoing and upcoming programs and scholarships. We thank Raeda for this and are very excited for 
the event!

The tickets are available online on the Antoine ticketing site and also sold at their outlets. If you wish to buy 
your tickets, click here.

Looking Forward – Math4Success

Math4Success is about to begin its second semester. We are excited to see 120 new students actively learn-
ing math and coding before working to disseminate independently coded games to their fellow students. The 
peer-to-peer learning we saw in the first semester was amazing, and we look forward to seeing what our new 
students will create and share.
 
The Math4Success program is part of Towards Inclusive Education, supported by UNICEF and in partnership 
with Terre des Hommes Italia.

8

https://www.antoineticketing.com/index.php?event_id=4130


Volunteer Spotlight - Leoni Umlauft 

Through my time as an intern at ULYP, I had the opportunity to experience a lot of different facets of the 
Lebanese society, learn first-hand about NGO operations, discover the country itself and meet inspiring and 
motivational students. 

I spent most of my time engaged with the Rainbow Beirut program, where I developed special relationships 
with the students through teaching and assisting in class. Rainbow taught me various invaluable lessons, but 
one that stood out was learning specific educational coping mechanisms when working with children who 
suffer from trauma. Through creative activities such as painting and engaging the students in interactive and 
participatory English classes tailored to individual needs, I saw how a supportive learning environment can 
mitigate students’ potential issues related to trauma. 

My other responsibilities included working at ULYP’s office, where I have supported the organization and 
coordination of different programs. Through the variety of work I have been involved in during my time here, 
I gained an invaluable and personal understanding of the intricacies of NGO work. I’m very thankful for the 
opportunity I have been given here at ULYP.

Get back to the website here

Follow us on Instagram

Follow us on Twitter

Follow us on Facebook
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